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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. 
The Reverend Don Borling, Pastor, 

All Saints Lutheran Church, Orland 
Park, Illinois, offered the following 
prayer: 

O God of goodness and grace, it’s an-
other day and maybe just an ordinary 
moment. 

We are here in the very heart and 
soul of our Nation, a place committed 
always to the very goodness and power 
of the human spirit, a spirit binding us 
together in a world that is too often di-
vided by things that really should 
bring us together: our diversity, our 
varied colors and religions, our cul-
tures and backgrounds. 

O Lord of all life, we call You by 
many names, we worship You in styles 
and ways that reflect the humanity 
with which You create us, we debate 
and we argue, we vote and we com-
promise, we come together in this sa-
cred Chamber with so much at stake, 
with so many people counting on us 
and needing the very best of what we 
have to offer. 

Please watch over us today. What we 
do here is sacred. Please give us the hu-
mility and grace to live up to our call-
ing. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from Iowa (Mr. NUSSLE) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. NUSSLE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING THE REVEREND DON 
BORLING 

(Mr. NUSSLE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, first of 
all let me acknowledge and welcome so 
many of our former colleagues back to 
the House Chamber here today. We wel-
come you. We thank you for your many 
years of service, and we look forward 
to the opportunity to renew old friend-
ships. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to welcome our 
guest chaplain here today, Don 
Borling, who is the pastor of All Saints 
Lutheran Church in Orland Park, Illi-
nois. He has been the pastor there for 
over 30 years. You might wonder why a 
guy from Iowa is introducing a min-
ister from Illinois. Well, when I went to 
high school there, this was my home 
church. It is still my parents’ home 
church. Don has been a good friend for 
many years. It is a pleasure to be able 
to welcome him and his wife, Jude; his 
son, Quinton; and his extended family 
who are here today. 

For many years Don has taught me 
and so many members of our church on 
the south side of the Chicagoland area 
about the living God that is with us 
here today, that is in our hearts, in our 
minds, is in the great moments of a 
Chamber like this where we come to-
gether with the spotlight of history 
and the television cameras, but also 
the kind of God that is there in the 
small moments, when no one is watch-
ing and when it really matters. He has 
taught us not only about the God that 
we worship on Sundays but the God 
that needs to be there every day, Mon-
day through Saturday, in our lives. He 
has been a minister to me; but he has 
also been a mentor, he has been a 
brother, he has been a friend. 

We welcome Pastor Don Borling and 
his family, and we thank him for open-
ing our House today in prayer. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the 
order of the House of Tuesday, April 25, 
2006, the House will stand in recess sub-
ject to the call of the Chair to receive 
the former Members of Congress. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 12 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

RECEPTION OF FORMER MEMBERS 
OF CONGRESS 

The Speaker of the House presided. 
The SPEAKER. On behalf of the 

House, I consider it a high honor and 
distinct personal privilege to have the 
opportunity of welcoming so many of 
our former Members and colleagues as 
may be present here for the occasion. 
We all pause to welcome you. 

I want to say personally, good morn-
ing. On behalf of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I am pleased to welcome 
back all of you. It is always good to see 
so many familiar faces, and for me who 
has been here 20 years, even a few unfa-
miliar faces. I see my former leader, I 
see people who I have served with, so 
many people I have come into Congress 
with and have continued to serve this 
Nation well. I am especially glad to see 
my friend from the great State of Mis-
souri and your president, Jake 
Buechner. Jack, I know of the loss of 
your dear wife, Nancy, this year after a 
courageous fight with cancer. I just 
want to let you know on behalf of all of 
us in the House of Representatives, our 
thoughts and prayers are with you and 
your family. 

Matt McHugh is a worthy choice for 
the Distinguished Service Award, and I 
would like to extend my sincere con-
gratulations to Matt. Matt served in 
the House while I was here, a great 
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Member from New York. During his 
tenure, he was a valuable member of 
several committees, including the Ap-
propriations Committee and what has 
been called the Arms Control and For-
eign Policy Caucus. Since leaving the 
House, Matt has continued his efforts 
to improve our Nation and our world. 
He has served as vice president at Cor-
nell University and currently serves as 
counsel to the president of the World 
Bank. He is also chairman of Bread for 
the World, a group that fights to end 
hunger in this world. 

Meetings like this are more than just 
a chance to catch up with old friends. 
It is a time when you, our more sea-
soned Members, can offer some words 
of advice and maybe even tell us a few 
things that maybe we’re doing right. 
Trust me, you’re in a room full of law-
makers and we love to hear what we’re 
doing right. 

Seriously, though, I am also glad to 
see this group and hear about all the 
great things that you continue to do 
for our Nation. This organization 
serves a valuable purpose. You spread 
the good news about the importance of 
our democratic government. And I un-
derstand that you have a new project 
that you are undertaking in coopera-
tion with some of our international 
partners, the International Election 
Monitors Institute. 

Again, I want to thank you once 
again for the work that you continue 
to do on behalf of the American people. 
I want to thank you for coming. Per-
sonally, I want to say that as all of us 
who get up in years and have served 20 
years or so in this place, we don’t al-
ways look forward to becoming former 
Members, but we know that we will be. 
I want to look forward to say I appre-
ciate the welcome that you have given 
everybody that has left these Halls and 
look forward someday to joining your 
ranks myself. 

Thank you, God bless you, and have a 
great day. 

The Chair now recognizes the Honor-
able Jim Slattery, vice president of the 
association, to take the chair. 

Mr. SLATTERY (presiding). Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. It’s great to see you. 
On behalf of the association, we cer-
tainly wish you good health and con-
tinued wonderful service to our coun-
try, also. It’s great to see you, Mr. 
Speaker, and thank you. 

The Clerk will now read the roll of 
the former Members of Congress. 

The Clerk called the roll of the 
former Members of Congress, and the 
following former Members answered to 
their names: 
FORMER MEMBERS OF CONGRESS PARTICIPATING 

IN 36TH ANNUAL SPRING MEETING THURSDAY, 
APRIL 27, 2006 
William Alexander (Arkansas) 
Glen Browder (Alabama) 
James T. Broyhill (North Carolina) 
Jack Buechner (Missouri) 
Bill D. Burlison (Missouri) 
Beverly B. Byron (Maryland) 
James K. Coyne (Pennsylvania) 
Ron DeLugo (Virgin Islands) 
Joseph J. Dioguardi (New York) 

Thomas W. Ewing (Illinois) 
Harold Ford (Tennessee) 
Louis Frey, Jr. (Florida) 
Benjamin A. Gilman (New York) 
William Grant (Florida) 
William Goodling (Pennsylvania) 
Margaret Heckler (Massachusetts) 
Dennis M. Hertel (Michigan) 
Peter Hoagland (Nebraska) 
George J. Hochbrueckner (New York) 
William J. Hughes (New Jersey) 
Robert W. Kastenmeier (Wisconsin) 
David S. King (Utah) 
Ernest Konnyu (California) 
Peter Kyros (Maine) 
Romano L. Mazzoli (Kentucky) 
Matthew F. McHugh (New York) 
Richard Dale Nichols (Kansas) 
Howard W. Pollock (Alaska) 
Larry Pressler (South Dakota) 
William R. Ratchford (Connecticut) 
John J. Rhodes, III (Arizona) 
Patricia Schroeder (Colorado) 
Richard Schulz (Pennsylvania) 
David E. Skaggs (Colorado) 
Jim Slattery (Kansas) 
Dennis A. Smith (Oregon) 
Lawrence J. Smith (Florida) 
Stephen J. Solarz (New York) 
R. Lindsay Thomas (Georgia) 

Mr. SLATTERY. The Chair is pleased 
to announce that there are 39 former 
Members of Congress that have re-
sponded to their names here today. 

The Chair at this time would recog-
nize the distinguished gentleman from 
the State of Missouri, the Honorable 
Jack Buechner, the president of our as-
sociation. 

Mr. BUECHNER. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker pro tem, and all of you for 
being with us this morning. We are es-
pecially grateful to Speaker HASTERT 
for taking the time from his busy 
schedule to greet us and give us his 
warm welcome. 

It is always an honor and a privilege 
to return to this magnificent institu-
tion. We revere it and we have shared 
so many memorable experiences here 
that I think it is indelibly inked into 
our psyches. Service in Congress is 
both a joy and a heavy responsibility. 
Whatever your party affiliation, we 
have great admiration for those who 
continue to serve here, serve their 
country, serve their constituency in 
this rather unique institution. We 
thank all of you who have served and 
all those who continue to serve, and we 
thank those who are here for giving us 
the opportunity to report on the activi-
ties of the U.S. Association of Former 
Members of Congress. This is our 36th 
annual report to Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members be permitted to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

Mr. SLATTERY. Without objection, 
so ordered. 

Mr. BUECHNER. Our association is 
nonpartisan. It has been chartered by 
Congress, but receives absolutely no 
funding from Congress. We have a wide 
variety of domestic and international 
programs which several other Members 
and I will discuss briefly. Our member-
ship numbers 550; and our purpose is to 
continue, in some small measure, the 
service to country which began during 
our terms in the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate. 

Our finances are sound. We support 
all our activities via three income 
sources: membership dues, program- 
specific grants and sponsorships, and 
our annual fund-raising dinner. In addi-
tion, we have had the good fortune to 
receive a bequest from Frieda James, 
the widow of the late Benjamin Frank-
lin James, a five-term Republican from 
Pennsylvania. 

During the presidency of my es-
teemed predecessor, Larry LaRocco of 
Idaho, the association established its 
first endowment fund. The goal of the 
fund is to ensure the financial viability 
of the Former Members Association, 
for not just this coming year but for 
many years to come. We envision a 
time when investment earnings of the 
endowment fund can be used to supple-
ment the association’s budget during 
lean years, a safety net to guarantee 
that tough economic times will not 
shut down this association. Many of 
our members have made contributions 
to this fund, and we thank them for 
their kind generosity. 

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. Association of 
Former Members again has had a very 
successful, active, and rewarding year. 
We have continued our work serving as 
a liaison between the current Congress 
and legislatures overseas. We have cre-
ated partnerships with highly re-
spected institutions in the area of de-
mocracy building. We have had many 
of our members involved in election 
monitoring missions worldwide. We 
again sent dozens of bipartisan teams 
of former Members of Congress to uni-
versity campuses here in the United 
States and abroad as part of our Con-
gress to Campus Program. I am there-
fore pleased to now report on the pro-
gram work of the U.S. Association of 
Former Members of Congress. 

When I stood at this podium 1 year 
ago to present our association’s activi-
ties to the Congress, I announced that 
we were in the process of creating an 
election-monitoring organization to 
train former legislators in this impor-
tant aspect of democracy building. I 
am very pleased to report today that in 
the past year we have cofounded the 
International Election Monitors Insti-
tute, an organization jointly adminis-
tered by the U.S. Association of 
Former Members, the Canadian Asso-
ciation of Former Parliamentarians, 
and the Association of Former Mem-
bers of the European Parliament. We 
have joined in the drafting of initial 
by-laws of the institute, and later this 
week we will select four members of 
our association to join four Canadians 
and four Europeans as the first board 
of directors of this exciting new ven-
ture. 

I will now yield to our association’s 
secretary, Dennis Hertel of Michigan, 
to give more details about this associa-
tion program. 

Mr. HERTEL. I want to thank the 
gentleman from Missouri for giving me 
the opportunity to report on the Inter-
national Election Monitors Institute 
and the other advances our association 
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has made in this field. The goal of the 
institute is to train former legislators 
from the three associations in proper 
standards of election monitoring. We 
have adopted the U.N. Code of Conduct 
For Election Observers and will train 
our members to be objective and im-
partial monitors of elections. 

It is clear what a crucial role elec-
tion monitors can play in furthering 
true democracy across this globe. In 
addition, former legislators offer such 
a unique and unparalleled experience 
in this field that really no other group 
of people can match. To then couple 
this with a truly international under-
taking that involves former parliamen-
tarians from the United States, Can-
ada, and Europe is a very exciting and 
groundbreaking idea. I am pleased that 
our association has created this new 
entity and through it will send well- 
trained election observers around the 
world. We will not only monitor on 
election day, but even preceding the 
election will have teams in place to ob-
serve how the actual campaign is being 
conducted. 

Earlier this year we had the chance 
to apply this model to the parliamen-
tary elections in Ukraine where we had 
international observer teams in-coun-
try for both the campaign and the ac-
tual election. I proposed this commis-
sion after the Ukraine election in No-
vember a year and a half ago. We had 
over 90 former Members, Republicans 
and Democrats as always, who partici-
pated in the lead-up and in that elec-
tion in November which was over-
turned because of what the election ob-
servers had seen and reported. So we 
made a difference in that country for 
democracy. 

We also had after that November 
election for the December election, 
former Members come over the Christ-
mas holidays to be away from their 
families, but to fight for democracy as 
election observers for that final elec-
tion in the Ukraine also. Funding for 
this venture came from the U.S. Agen-
cy for International Development via a 
grant to the U.S. Ukraine Foundation. 
I personally had the chance to spend 
election day in Kiev and be an offi-
cially accredited observer of Ukraine’s 
election this year. 

I recommend our Web site for a de-
tailed report of our missions. What we 
have seen is that there are issues; and 
as much as our people are well-trained 
and politically aware, we want to pre-
pare them and those members from the 
EU and the Canadian Parliament for 
whatever surprises might come during 
the election period. 

In addition to creating the Inter-
national Election Monitors Institute, 
our association during this past year 
created partnerships with some of the 
key institutions in this field. For ex-
ample, we teamed with IFES and suc-
cessfully applied to the U.S. Agency for 
International Development to become 
one of their approved organizations to 
receive democracy-building grants. We 
also partnered with OSCE and have re-

ceived an invitation from this inter-
national body to send former Members 
of Congress as U.S. delegates on their 
election monitoring missions. 

One partnership of which we are espe-
cially proud is with the House of Rep-
resentatives. DAVID DREIER and DAVID 
PRICE head up the House Democracy 
Assistance Commission, and former 
Members of Congress will serve with 
current Members of Congress on de-
mocracy-strengthening missions all 
over the world, not just for elections 
but after, to do democracy-building. In 
addition, we will lend some of our ex-
pertise and experience to panels for 
legislators from newly emerging de-
mocracies as they learn the nuts and 
bolts of a representative democracy. 

These are all very exciting develop-
ments for this association, and I am ex-
tremely pleased to be a part of this un-
dertaking, and I am so very proud of 
the former Members who give of their 
time with no compensation whatsoever 
to be away from their families, to trav-
el to all ends of the globe for these ac-
tivities, to be gone from home for 10 
days, 2 weeks, to report back and to 
continue to monitor those activities. 

During the past year, we also placed 
some of our association members on 
election monitoring missions organized 
by the International Republican Insti-
tute and the National Democratic In-
stitute. 

I now yield to my colleague Jay 
Rhodes of Arizona to report on his ex-
perience monitoring the election in Af-
ghanistan. 

Mr. RHODES. Thank you, Dennis. It 
is a pleasure to be with you this morn-
ing and to just share with you very 
briefly an experience that I had moni-
toring the parliamentary elections in 
Afghanistan in September of last year. 
I was invited to join a monitoring team 
by the International Republican Insti-
tute. Frankly, I was invited to join on 
fairly short notice and I hesitated, be-
cause we’re all busy people, but my 
wife said to me, How can you possibly 
think about passing up an opportunity 
like this? And I said, Well, you know, 
that makes a lot of sense, so I said, 
Yes, I will go to Afghanistan. 

One of the things I have to tell you is 
being in Afghanistan is a very inter-
esting experience, but getting to Af-
ghanistan is likewise a very interesting 
experience. It’s a long way from any-
place. Also, speaking of places like Af-
ghanistan, security is an interesting 
proposition, but I can tell you it is 
more difficult to get out of Dulles Air-
port than it is to get into Afghanistan. 

The country is absolutely beautiful, 
but it is really a tough place. Kabul is 
one of the most poverty-stricken places 
I have ever seen in my experience. But 
to sum it all up, the Afghans, with 
very, very little history of democracy 
and very, very little history of con-
ducting elections, conducted in what 
was the unanimous opinion of virtually 
all the international observers a very, 
very good, well-run, capable election. I 
personally went to 16 polling places. 

Our team went to 110-some polling 
places. This was the IRI team. There 
were others. I think probably over a 
thousand polling places were visited on 
election day. Everybody came away 
with the almost unanimous impression 
that the election itself was handled ca-
pably, professionally, and well. 

That is the good news. The bad news 
is that as soon as the polls closed, the 
ballot boxes all disappeared and didn’t 
reappear for another 4 weeks. We were 
pretty well assured about ballot box se-
curity, and I heard very little to indi-
cate that in that 4-week period of time 
anything happened to the ballot boxes. 
But Afghanistan is such a far-flung 
place and it is so primitive that it took 
virtually 3 weeks to gather all the bal-
lots in a central place where they could 
be counted. 

The most impressive thing that I 
came away with aside from the fact 
that this country with no electoral his-
tory at all handled an election very ca-
pably was a meeting that our team had 
with 10 female candidates for the par-
liament. The new Afghan Constitution 
requires that 25 percent of the par-
liament be filled with ladies, females. 
We sat and listened to these candidates 
for 2 hours. Of the 10, five were profes-
sionals: four doctors and one registered 
nurse. The other five were people who 
had run a shop someplace or did rugs or 
stayed home. Their stories about living 
under the Taliban were chilling, scary. 
Their stories about their intense desire 
to take part in the new Afghanistan 
was thrilling. We watched the women 
vote on election day. They voted in 
great numbers. That was the most im-
portant, I think, experience that I 
came away with from having been 
there, was the dedication on the part of 
the new leadership in Afghanistan to 
include women, and to include them in 
a meaningful way. 

I have a great deal of hope that de-
mocracy in Afghanistan is going to 
take hold. It is not going to be easy. 
The Taliban is not dead. But I think 
that the dedication of those people 
that we were able to interact with in 
the week that I was there indicate to 
me that this is a place where it can 
happen. 

Dennis, thank you very much. 
Mr. BUECHNER. Reclaiming my 

time, I want to thank Dennis and Jay 
for those reports. 

Mr. Speaker, since its founding, the 
U.S. Association of Former Members of 
Congress has played an important role 
in fostering dialogue between the lead-
ers of other nations and the United 
States. We have arranged more than 
450 special events at the United States 
Capitol for delegations from over 80 
countries and the European Par-
liament. We have hosted meetings for 
individual members of parliaments and 
parliamentary staff. We have organized 
approximately 50 foreign policy semi-
nars in about a dozen countries involv-
ing more than 1,500 former and current 
parliamentarians, and we have con-
ducted over 20 study tours abroad for 
Members of Congress. 
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The association serves as the secre-

tariat for four legislative liaison pro-
grams which bring current Members of 
Congress together with their col-
leagues in the parliaments of Germany, 
Mexico, Japan and the most recent ad-
dition, Turkey. The Congressional 
Study Group on Germany, which is our 
largest and most active exchange pro-
gram involving the U.S. Congress and 
the parliament of another country, is 
our flagship international program of 
the association. It is a bipartisan orga-
nization with approximately one-third 
of the Members of Congress, both 
House and Senate, participating. The 
Congressional Study Group on Ger-
many serves as a model for all other 
study groups under the umbrella of the 
association. 

For over 20 years, the Congressional 
Study Group on Germany has been a 
forum for lawmakers from Germany 
and the United States to communicate 
on issues of mutual concern. The study 
group was founded in 1983 as an infor-
mal group and was established as a for-
mal organization in 1987. The primary 
goal of the study group is to establish 
a forum for communication between 
Members of Congress and their coun-
terparts in the German Bundestag. On-
going study group activities include 
conducting a Distinguished Visitors 
Program at the United States Capitol 
for guests from Germany, sponsoring 
annual seminars involving Members of 
Congress and the Bundestag, providing 
information about participants in the 
Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange 
Program to appropriate Members of 
Congress, and organizing a senior con-
gressional staff study tour to Germany 
each year. 

The Congressional Study Group on 
Germany is funded primarily by the 
German Marshall Fund of the United 
States. Additional funding to assist 
with administrative expenses is re-
ceived from a group of corporations 
whose representatives serve on a busi-
ness advisory council to the study 
group. The business advisory council is 
chaired by former Member Tom Cole-
man of Missouri, who served as the 
chairman of the Congressional Study 
Group on Germany in the House in 
1989. The study group has established 
itself as the most productive means of 
communication between the U.S. Con-
gress and the German Bundestag. To 
date, 163 Members of Congress belong 
to the Congressional Study Group on 
Germany: 34 Senators and 129 House 
Members. 

Let me just interject a little anec-
dote, and that is, when the Iraq war 
commenced and there were the atti-
tudes in Europe, and particularly Ger-
many and France chose not to partici-
pate as Germany had, for instance, in 
Afghanistan, Members of our Congress 
were contacted by or contacted their 
Bundestag counterparts. The French 
Ambassador, who had just come to the 
United States, inquired of the German 
Ambassador why was it that France 
was beaten about on the floor of the 

House and the French toast was taken 
off the menu and French fries, and Ger-
many seemed to, although it had the 
same position, not receive the same 
amount of sort of verbal pummeling. 
The German Ambassador said, quite 
candidly, that the study group had de-
veloped a rapprochement between 
Members of the House and the Senate 
and their counterparts in the Bundes-
tag so that there were phone commu-
nications and e-mail communications, 
and there was a lot of political under-
standing that went on, where a mem-
ber who stands for election in Germany 
was talking to Members who stand for 
election over here, even though their 
politics were not necessarily the same. 
You could have a Social Democrat in 
Germany meeting with a Republican 
here, or vice versa. You could have a 
member of the Free Democrats in Ger-
many talking to a very liberal Demo-
crat over here. 

And the idea was that there was com-
munication and there was an under-
standing. I think that that is the great-
est thing that we can do with these 
other parliaments is create an atmos-
phere of understanding. That under-
standing goes a long way toward cre-
ating better relationships; and, for that 
matter, it makes our Members better 
Members. The Federal Republic of Ger-
many is one of our most important al-
lies, and the study group has been in-
strumental in helping to cement trans- 
Atlantic ties over the years. 

The most visible activity of the 
group is its Distinguished Visitors Pro-
gram. That brings high-ranking Ger-
man elected officials to Capitol Hill to 
meet with Members of Congress. In 
2005, the Study Group on Germany or-
ganized briefings for Members of Con-
gress with the then German Ambas-
sador to the United States, Wolfgang 
Ischinger; member of the Bundestag, 
Minister President Gunther Oettinger; 
Minister President Roland Koch; and a 
group of newer Bundestag members. 

The highlight of each programming 
year is the Congressional Study Group 
on Germany’s annual seminar. Every 
year, the study group brings approxi-
mately eight Members of Congress to-
gether with German legislators for sev-
eral days of focused discussion on a 
predetermined agenda. The parliamen-
tarians usually are joined by several 
Members of the Congress and Bundes-
tag officials of the two federal govern-
ments, think tank and foundation rep-
resentatives, and members of the Ger-
man American corporate community. 

The 2005 annual Congress-Bundestag 
seminar took place in Berlin; Brussels, 
which was an acknowledgment of the 
part that the EU played especially in 
trade issues; and Frankfurt from 
March 18 to March 24, 2005. This pro-
gram included high-level meetings 
with representatives of the German 
Government, the European Union and 
NATO. For the first time the Congres-
sional Study Group on Germany spent 
part of the annual seminar in Brussels, 
as I said, because many policy areas 

are now being governed out of Brussels. 
One of those policy areas under the EU 
domain is agriculture, which was ex-
amined in detail with experts during a 
panel discussion in Brussels. In addi-
tion, seminar participants attended 
meetings with NATO officials in Brus-
sels. A visit with American soldiers at 
the Landstuhl military hospital, which 
is usually the first destination for the 
wounded from Iraq, occurred at the end 
of the annual seminar. 

A report about the activities of the 
Congressional Study Group on Ger-
many would be incomplete without 
thanking its financial supporters. First 
and foremost one needs to thank Craig 
Kennedy and the German Marshall 
Fund of the United States because 
without him and his foundation, the 
study group could not function at its 
present level of activity. Also, one 
must not forget former Member Tom 
Coleman of Missouri who chairs, as I 
said, the business advisory council to 
the study group. His tremendous dedi-
cation in raising much-needed funds to 
support the administrative side of the 
study group has been essential. He has 
put together a group of companies that 
deserve our gratitude for giving their 
aid and support to the administrative 
aspects of this program. Current BAC 
members are Allianz, BASF, 
DaimlerChrysler, Deutsche Telekom, 
DHL Americas, EDS, Eli Lilly, Luft-
hansa, RGIT, SAP, Siemens, and 
Volkswagen. 

Modeled after the Congressional 
Study Group on Germany, the associa-
tion established a Congressional Study 
Group on Turkey at the beginning of 
2005. Turkey, one of our strategic al-
lies, is situated at the crossroads of 
many important challenges for the 21st 
century: peace in the greater Middle 
East, the expansion of the European 
Union, and the transformation of 
NATO. The Study Group on Turkey 
brings current Members of Congress to-
gether with their legislative counter-
parts in Turkey, government officials 
and business representatives in Turkey 
and serves as a platform for all partici-
pants to learn about U.S.-Turkish rela-
tions firsthand. 

Thanks to funding from the Eco-
nomic Policy Research Institute, a 
think tank established by the Turkish 
business association TOBB, the Ger-
man Marshall Fund of the United 
States, and a group of corporate spon-
sors, the Study Group on Turkey has 
started a Distinguished Visitors Pro-
gram in Washington. This program in-
volves events for Members of Congress 
such as roundtable discussions or 
breakfast/luncheon panels featuring 
visiting dignitaries from Turkey. Re-
cent guests include then-Turkish Am-
bassador to the United States Logoglu; 
the EU Ambassador to the United 
States, John Bruton; Turkish Prime 
Minister Erdogan; Speaker of the 
Grand National Assembly of Turkey 
Arinc; and current Turkish Ambas-
sador to the United States Sensoy. 

The Congressional Study Group on 
Turkey also conducts an annual U.S.- 
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Turkey seminar. The seminar is a 
week-long conference for U.S. Members 
of Congress to discuss areas of mutual 
concern with their legislative counter-
parts from Turkey. The 2005 U.S.-Tur-
key seminar took place from May 28 to 
June 3 and included stops in Istanbul 
and Ankara. The members of the dele-
gation met with high-level representa-
tives, including Speaker of the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey Arinc; 
Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan; the 
Minister of State for the Economy, Ali 
Babacan; Turkish Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Gul; and the Chief of the 
Turkish General Staff, General Ozkok; 
and Minister of Defense Gonul. Topics 
that the participants discussed in-
cluded the U.S.-Turkish military alli-
ance; Turkey’s relationship with its 
neighbors, including Armenia and 
Syria; economic issues; trade and 
human rights. 

Because of the Congressional Study 
Group on Turkey, Members of Congress 
were able to interact with their Turk-
ish counterparts and learn more about 
the vital relationship between the two 
countries. The U.S. Association of 
Former Members of Congress is pleased 
to add the study group to its portfolio 
of international programs. It is certain 
to attract great interest in Washington 
and in Ankara. The next U.S.-Turkey 
seminar is scheduled to take place in 
November of this year. 

The association also serves as the 
secretariat for the Congressional Study 
Group on Japan and the Congressional 
Study Group on Mexico. Founded in 
1993 in cooperation with the East-West 
Center in Hawaii, the Congressional 
Study Group on Japan is a bipartisan 
group of 71 Members of the House and 
Senate with an additional 36 Members 
having asked to be kept informed on 
study group activities. The Congres-
sional Study Group on Japan arranges 
opportunities for Members of Congress 
to meet with their counterparts in the 
Japanese Diet in addition to organizing 
discussions for Members to hear from 
American and Japanese experts about 
various aspects of the U.S.-Japan rela-
tionship. In the past year, featured 
guests have included Japanese Ambas-
sador to the United States Ryozo Kato; 
Under Secretary of State for Political 
Affairs R. Nicholas Burns; and former 
Senior Director for Asian Activities at 
the National Security Council, Michael 
Green. 

The Congressional Study Group on 
Japan is funded by the Japan-U.S. 
Friendship Commission. I am also glad 
to say that our member, the former 
Speaker of this House, Thomas Foley, 
has made himself available at least on 
two occasions to discuss the issues of 
concern and his Japanese counterpart 
has joined him at some of these meet-
ings for a rare insight of diplomat to 
diplomat. 

Last but not least, the association 
administers a Congressional Study 
Group on Mexico. U.S.-Mexican rela-
tions are a priority and not merely set 
against the backdrop of immigration, 

though this is obviously a very impor-
tant and timely issue of mutual con-
cern. The Congressional Study Group 
on Mexico is a unique organization in 
that it serves as a bipartisan forum for 
U.S. legislators from both the House of 
Representatives and the U.S. Senate to 
engage in issue-specific dialogue with 
Mexican elected officials and govern-
ment representatives so the two coun-
tries’ political decision-makers receive 
a comprehensive picture of the issues 
revolving around U.S.-Mexico rela-
tions. 

The study group also replicates this 
forum for senior congressional staff. 
Topics such as border security, trade 
and narcotics trafficking are just a 
sample of the subjects pertinent to the 
bilateral relationship with Mexico. The 
Congressional Study Groups on Ger-
many, Turkey, Japan and Mexico are 
examples of how the Former Members 
Association can provide an educational 
service to current Members, their 
staffs and aid in the foreign relations 
of this country. Let me also add that 
the association has enjoyed a highly 
productive working relationship with 
the French embassy, in particular our 
relationship with the French Ambas-
sador, his Excellency Jean-David 
Levitte. This has led to the creation of 
the Former Members Committee on 
France, which brings former Members 
of Congress together with current 
members of the French National As-
sembly and their friendship societies. 
We have had very interesting discus-
sions on foreign policy and trade, and 
we thank Ambassador Levitte for the 
numerous times he has hosted our as-
sociation for roundtable discussions 
and panel presentations. 

Mr. Speaker, of course not all of our 
activities are international in nature. 
One of the most gratifying programs 
involving this association and its mem-
bers is the Congress to Campus Pro-
gram. This is a bipartisan effort to 
share with college students throughout 
the country our unique insight on the 
work of the Congress and the political 
process more generally. Our colleague 
from Colorado, David Skaggs, has been 
managing this program for the associa-
tion for the last 4 years as a project of 
his Center for Democracy and Citizen-
ship at the Council for Excellence in 
Government, in partnership with the 
Stennis Center for Public Service. 

I now yield to David to report on the 
program. 

Mr. SKAGGS. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, I appreciate your yielding the 
time, and I am proud to be able to re-
port to our colleagues about the Con-
gress to Campus Program activities for 
this past academic year, 2005–2006. As 
the gentleman from Missouri indi-
cated, this is a partnership between my 
organization and the Stennis Center 
for Public Service in Mississippi. I 
would ask unanimous consent that a 
full report on the activities of the pro-
gram be submitted for the RECORD. 

Mr. SLATTERY. Without objection, 
so ordered. 

CONGRESS TO CAMPUS PROGRAM 

REPORT TO THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE U.S. 
ASSOCIATION OF FORMER MEMBERS OF CON-
GRESS—APRIL 27, 2006 

Introduction 

The Congress to Campus Program address-
es a significant shortfall in civic learning 
and engagement among the country’s young 
people of college age. It combines traditional 
educational content about American govern-
ment and politics (especially Congress) with 
a strong message about public service, all de-
livered by men and women who have 
‘‘walked the walk.’’ The Program sends bi-
partisan pairs of former Members of Con-
gress—one Democrat and one Republican—to 
visit college, university and community col-
lege campuses around the country. During 
each visit, the Members conduct classes, 
hold community forums, meet informally 
with students and faculty, visit high schools 
and civic organizations, and do interviews 
and talk show appearances with local press 
and media. 

In the summer of 2002, the Board of Direc-
tors of the U.S. Association of Former Mem-
bers of Congress (Association) engaged the 
Center for Democracy & Citizenship (CDC) at 
the Council for Excellence in Government to 
help manage the Congress to Campus Pro-
gram (Program) in partnership with the 
Stennis Center for Public Service (Stennis). 
CDC and Stennis, with the blessing of the 
Association, have worked together since to 
increase the number of campuses hosting 
Program visits each year, to expand the pool 
of former Members of Congress available for 
campus visits, to develop new sources of 
funding, to raise the profile of the Program 
and its message in the public and academic 
community, and to devise methods of meas-
uring the impact of the program at host in-
stitutions. 

Quantity and Quality of Program Visits 

This is the fourth year under the current 
program management. In the 2005–2006 aca-
demic year, the Program sponsored twenty- 
six events involving twenty-nine colleges 
and universities around the country and the 
world. [See Attachment 1—Roster of ’05–’06 
Academic Year Visits & Participants.] These 
visits took former Members to universities, 
service academies, colleges and community 
colleges in seventeen states and three coun-
tries. Over the past four years, former Mem-
bers have visited over 120 colleges and uni-
versities during campus visits in the U.S. 
and around the world speaking to nearly 
40,000 students in the process. 

We have found college and university par-
ticipation in the Program to be cyclical in 
nature. While the numbers were down slight-
ly this academic year, applications and ex-
pressed interest from host institutions indi-
cate that the 2006–2007 academic year will 
likely be Congress to Campus’ most produc-
tive year ever. The average number of visits 
for fall semesters has been 13 over the last 
three years; a number already surpassed by 
applications and requests for visits from 
schools for this coming fall. 

We continue to fine-tune the content and 
substance of Program visits based on feed-
back from Members and host professors. The 
Program asks visiting Members and host 
professors to complete an evaluation of each 
visit. As the result of those evaluations, we 
encourage host schools to include nearby 
colleges and universities in Congress to Cam-
pus visits and to schedule a broad scope of 
classes and activities for the former Mem-
bers. We will continue to make changes in 
response to the suggestions of participating 
former Members and host faculty. 

The Program asks host schools to insure 
contact with at least 250 students over the 
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course of a visit, and that number is often 
exceeded. During the past academic year, ap-
proximately 9,000 students heard Members’ 
unique story about representative democ-
racy and their special call to public service. 

A draft schedule of events is prepared in 
advance of each campus visit and reviewed 
by staff to assure variety as well as sub-
stance. There is a conference call before each 
trip with Members and the responsible cam-
pus contact person to review the revised 
schedule and iron out any remaining prob-
lems. Members also receive CRS briefing ma-
terials on current issues and background in-
formation on government service opportuni-
ties prior to each visit. 
Recruiting Member Volunteers for Campus Vis-

its 
The success of the Program obviously de-

pends on Members’ participation. With trav-
el back and forth, Members end up devoting 
about three days to each campus visit. This 
is a priceless contribution of an extremely 
valuable resource. 

Each year Members of the Association are 
surveyed again to solicit information regard-
ing their availability for and interest in a 
Program campus visit. Using responses to 
these surveys and direct contact with a num-
ber of former Members, CDC developed a pool 
of just over one hundred available former 
Members, and some forty participated in vis-
its this year. A ‘‘bench’’ of one hundred was 
deep enough to fill the openings during the 
current academic year, but more will be 
needed to meet the demands of future aca-
demic years. Association Members are en-
couraged to complete and return the survey 
they will receive this summer and then to be 
ready to accept assignments to one of the 
fine institutions of higher education the pro-
gram will serve next year. 
Funding Sources 

In addition to the generous contribution of 
money and staff time made each year by the 

Stennis Center for Public Service, the Asso-
ciation continues its support of the Program. 
Other organizations have also provided fund-
ing to help with the expansion of the Con-
gress to Campus Program for this academic 
year including the Cultural Affairs Office of 
the U.S. Embassy in Canada (visit specific) 
and the Eccles Centre for American Studies 
at The British Library and the Cultural Af-
fairs Office of the U.S. Embassy in the 
United Kingdom (visit specific). While Sten-
nis’ commitment to the Program is ongoing, 
funding from the other organizations is 
being provided on a year by year basis. The 
effort to find new sources of funding for Con-
gress to Campus is a continuing challenge. 

Host schools are expected to cover the cost 
of Members’ on-site accommodations and 
local travel and to make a contribution to 
cover a portion of the cost of administering 
the Program. A suggested amount of con-
tribution is determined according to a slid-
ing-scale based on an institution’s expendi-
tures per pupil [see Attachment 2—Applica-
tion Form]; a waiver is available to schools 
that are not able to pay the scale amount. 
Several schools received a full or partial 
waiver in 2005–2006. Still, school contribu-
tions produced several thousand dollars in 
support of the program. Additional funding 
sources will be necessary if the Program is 
to continue at current levels. 
International Initiative 

Congress to Campus made its first inter-
national visit in October 2003 to the United 
Kingdom. An earlier Association study tour 
had laid the groundwork for the visit and 
had established a relationship with Philip 
John Davies, Director, Eccles Centre for 
American Studies at The British Library and 
the U.S. Embassy’s Cultural Affairs Office. 
The success of that initial visit in 2003 has 
led to visits to the United Kingdom in 2004 
and 2005 with another planned for fall of 2006. 

This academic year the Program developed 
a relationship with the U.S. Embassy in Can-

ada which resulted in support for a campus 
visit to Carleton University in Ottawa in 
February, 2006. We expect this relationship 
to continue and lead to support for future 
Congress to Campus visits to colleges and 
universities in Canada. 

In past years, the program has sponsored 
campus visits to Germany and China, as 
well. 

Program Outreach and Publicity 

The continuing interest on the part of col-
leges and universities in hosting Congress to 
Campus visit is the result of a multi-faceted 
outreach effort. Association leadership and 
numerous former Members, as well as staff 
at CDC and Stennis, have made many per-
sonal contacts on behalf of the Program. In 
addition, CDC Executive Director and former 
Member David Skaggs has made a number of 
public presentations in behalf of Congress to 
Campus and informational material has been 
emailed directly to all members of the 
APSA’s Legislative Studies and Political Or-
ganizations & Parties Sections, as well as to 
many other college and university organiza-
tional contacts. 

Campus press and media at host institu-
tions are offered access to visiting Members. 
Each host institution is also encouraged to 
make commercial print and broadcast media 
interviews a part of each Congress to Cam-
pus visit’s schedule. 

Conclusion 

Interest in Congress to Campus remains 
strong in the academic community. Associa-
tion Members participating in campus visits 
are enthusiastic about the value of the Pro-
gram and the rewards it brings to all who are 
involved in those visits. The Program could 
be expanded further on domestic and inter-
national levels if funding uncertainties can 
be addressed. 
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Mr. SKAGGS. Over the last 4 years, 

the Congress to Campus Program has 
visited over 120 campuses around the 
country and really around the world. 
As most of the people here in the 
Chamber know, this is a program that 
exists because of the volunteer time 
that our former Member colleagues are 
willing to donate to the program. A Re-
publican and a Democrat spend a cou-
ple of days on campuses around the 
country and just as the association is 
dedicated to the promotion of democ-
racy abroad, this program helps build 
democracy here at home. Its purposes 
are to educate this generation of col-
lege students and actually some of 
their faculty as well about how our 
government works and in particular 
how this Congress works, and, sec-
ondly, to encourage them to consider 
spending some of their careers in pub-
lic service. 

We hope that by having a Republican 
and a Democrat demonstrate that on 
most things there is more agreement 
than disagreement for members of the 
two major parties that we can also 
communicate some message about how 
we really solve problems in our polit-
ical process. This program is only pos-
sible because of the generous donation 
of very precious time on the part of our 
colleagues, over 50 of whom partici-
pated in the program this year. I would 
like to call on two of them to give us 
a little bit of a snapshot of the experi-
ences they have had both this year and 
in the recent past. 

I first would like to yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. Good-
ling. 

Mr. GOODLING. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

First of all I want to thank the Sten-
nis Center, Former Members Associa-
tion, and David’s leadership in giving 
me the opportunity to lift my spirits 
when I’m depressed after reading head-
lines in the local newspapers and The 
Washington Post and the New York 
Times, you name it, because it is a lift-
ing experience to go out there and ex-
change with thousands of students all 
across this country. I have had the op-
portunity to go to northern Idaho, to 
northern Florida, to Amherst, U.S. 
Naval Academy and Frostburg State 
University. I am sure in most instances 
I have gained more than they have 
gained from my presence, but we give 
them the opportunity to dig in deeply 
as to just how this Congress works. We 
don’t tell them everything, of course, 
but we are very frank. It is a great ex-
perience. If you become depressed, as I 
said, as I do occasionally and wonder 
whether there is a future for this coun-
try, go out and meet with these young 
people. 

The greatest experience, I guess, was 
to sit in the dining room with 5,000 of 
the brightest and best young men and 
women at the Naval Academy and then 
exchange with them in their class-
rooms. It sent bumps up and down my 
spine just being there. So I would en-
courage you, if you haven’t partici-

pated and you want an uplifting experi-
ence, go out to the Congress to Campus 
Program and meet with these young 
people. As an educator for 22 years be-
fore I came here, of course, it just gives 
me a great opportunity to get up in 
front and wax eloquently about every-
thing that I don’t know anything about 
and then respond eloquently. 

As I tell them every time they ask a 
question, I’ll do the same as I always 
did in town meetings. No matter what 
the question is that you ask, whatever 
it was that I wanted to say this night, 
I’m going to say whether it has any 
relevance whatsoever to the question 
you asked. So if you want an uplifting 
experience, go and serve on the Con-
gress to Campus Program. 

Mr. SKAGGS. I thank the gentleman 
for his remarks and for his participa-
tion. 

I would like to yield to another stal-
wart in the program, the gentleman 
from New York, Mr. Hochbrueckner. 

Mr. HOCHBRUECKNER. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding the time, and I 
lend my words of support to what the 
gentleman has just mentioned. The 
Congress to Campus Program is a great 
program because it gets you out there 
with real kids, real people; and it is a 
tremendous outreach program that cer-
tainly should be encouraged. I was very 
fortunate to visit Rhode Island College 
with Jan Meyers and also Fitsburg, 
Massachusetts, their college with Greg 
Laughlin. As was pointed out, there are 
really two goals of the program. The 
first is to promote careers in govern-
ment service and secondly to provide 
an insider view of how does govern-
ment really work. You would be sur-
prised at some of the questions that 
you do get from the kids in terms of 
various things we do, how it works, and 
what the inside view is. 

Of course as you know as former 
Members, we will tell most because 
we’re open. We don’t have an ax to 
grind. We’re willing to share. I think 
it’s a very educational program for the 
students. By the way, at Rhode Island, 
I was pleased that they actually ex-
panded the program, so not only did we 
speak to the usual political science and 
other classes but also they had a forum 
for high school students, and then they 
took us off to the local media. 

So it is a real good opportunity to 
get the message out that people in gov-
ernment are real people who happen to 
have fallen into this very important 
position through various mechanisms. 
We are just ordinary people serving our 
fellow people and we get there in a va-
riety of ways. That is the kind of thing 
I think that gets expressed to the stu-
dents. 

As was pointed out over the last 4 
years, the program has visited 120 cam-
puses, and we have addressed over 
40,000 students, 9,000 alone just in this 
past year. So it is a great program. If 
you have participated already, thank 
you very much. I know you appreciate 
it, as Bill does. If you haven’t, please 
consider it. It is well worth your time 

and the time of the people of our Na-
tion. I am also very pleased that my 
former colleague from New York, Matt 
McHugh, is being honored today. Con-
gratulations to you, Matt. Thank you 
for the time. 

Mr. SKAGGS. Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I yield back 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. BUECHNER. Thank you, David. 

And thank you, George and Bill, for 
your very astute observations. 

Mr. Speaker, there are several other 
activities of the U.S. Association of 
Former Members which deserve to be 
highlighted today. One certainly is our 
annual Statesmanship Award Dinner. 
It has been chaired so exceptionally 
over the last few years by Lou Frey of 
Florida. I would like to now yield to 
the gentleman from Florida, Mr. Frey, 
to comment on the dinner that was 
held this past March. 

If I may reclaim my time for just a 
second, we have a visitor here. We have 
the chairman of the, we always say, 
the powerful Rules Committee, the 
gentleman from California, DAVID 
DREIER. 

Would the gentleman like to address 
the organization? 

Mr. DREIER. What do you think? 
Mr. BUECHNER. I think you should. 
Mr. DREIER. Thank you very much, 

Jack. Let me begin by extending con-
gratulations to our friend Matt, and 
you all are obviously absolutely bril-
liant in choosing to honor him. As I 
look around this Chamber, I can’t tell 
you how much I wish many of you were 
back. I can’t tell you which ones ex-
actly, but there are more than a few of 
you that I wish were back for many, 
many, many different reasons. 

I want to thank Jack and Jim and 
David. As I listened to George 
Hochbrueckner and Bill Goodling talk 
about the Congress to Campus Pro-
gram, I couldn’t help but think about 
the fact that you all have been so inti-
mately involved and supportive of a 
program that is taking place today 
right here in the Capitol, and that is 
the development of our House Democ-
racy Assistance Commission. A year 
ago this month, we unveiled this bipar-
tisan commission that Speaker 
HASTERT and Minority Leader PELOSI 
came together to form, I think it may 
have been the last time they met, but 
the fact is they came together to form 
this commission which is designed to 
build on the fact that there are so 
many emerging democracies all over 
the world. 

We right now are hosting delegations 
from Macedonia, the Republic of Geor-
gia, Indonesia and the newest country 
on the face of the Earth that was es-
tablished in 1999, East Timor. The idea 
behind this, of course, as so many of 
you know, was to create over and 
above the National Endowment for De-
mocracy and the Democratic Institute 
and the Republican institute, it was to 
build direct parliament-to-parliament 
relationships with these new democ-
racies. 
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Now, I often quip that after they see 

us in operation, they may want to go 
back to totalitarianism in their coun-
tries, but frankly many have been able 
to benefit greatly from having spent 
last week in the States, in congres-
sional districts, in congressional of-
fices, meeting with chambers of com-
merce, the media, a wide range of other 
groups and this week here in Wash-
ington. At noon today, we are having 
our farewell gathering for these parlia-
mentarians and we are also going to be 
expanding this into a number of other 
countries. I am going to be going to 
Kenya and Liberia and Lebanon. Obvi-
ously, we are going to focus on Afghan-
istan and Iraq. 

I simply wanted to come by to ex-
press my appreciation to the many of 
you who have gotten involved in this 
very important issue. Obviously, you 
have the opportunity to take a little 
more time in working on this. But it is 
critical for us to do it. 

Congratulations. It is great to see 
you all. Thanks very much for includ-
ing me. Thanks, Jim. 

Mr. SLATTERY. Chairman DREIER, 
let me just say that we deeply appre-
ciate your leadership in this commis-
sion work, and we commend the work 
of Speaker HASTERT and Minority 
Leader PELOSI, and we know that you 
have given invaluable leadership to 
this commission. 

Mr. DREIER. DAVID PRICE is the 
ranking member. He has worked very 
hard. 

Mr. SLATTERY. And Congressman 
PRICE of North Carolina, we are aware 
of his participation, also. We look for-
ward to working with you. Use us. 
Thank you. 

Lou? 
Mr. FREY. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I have been asked to talk about two or 
three things briefly. The first is our 
Statesmanship Award Dinner. As you 
are aware, when I was chairman, I had 
an idea about 9 years ago to do it. I’m 
trying to figure out how to get out of 
running the dinner. But this is the 
ninth one, and it is very successful 
now. We have institutionalized it 
thanks to the hard work of so many 
people. I think we had over 400 people 
there this year. As you know, we auc-
tion off some memorabilia. It’s a fun 
dinner. It has become a Washington in-
stitution, really. 

For your memory, our first award re-
cipient was Dan Glickman. We had Lee 
Hamilton, Lynn Martin, Norm Mineta, 
Vice President CHENEY, Secretary 
Rumsfeld. Probably the greatest one, 
they are all great, but the World War II 
generation one was just incredible. 
Talk about chills going up and down 
you. Bob Dole, Sam Gibbons, John 
Glenn, George McGovern, and Bob 
Michel all talked. It was just an incred-
ible experience. Then we had John 
Breaux and, of course, just recently 
Chris Cox was our honoree. 

We have a lot of people helping. For 
instance, Dan Glickman still helps 
with an auction item from his associa-

tion, which is good. And we have on our 
trip to France got to be friends with a 
French count whose family goes back 
to William the Conqueror. He has a 
chalet over there. He has donated it to 
the association. Maybe something we 
should have known in the Congress, or 
learned, we sold it twice for the same 
amount of money. Denis de Kergorlay 
is the gentleman’s name. He has be-
come one of our biggest supporters of 
the association. We get a nice amount 
of money for it, and everybody is 
happy. It has been a good dinner, and it 
has been really our biggest fund-raiser 
because our dues don’t amount to all 
that much, and we need that money to 
help run these various programs we 
have talked about. 

We talked about the Congress to 
Campus Program. One of the com-
plaints that we got early on is, gee, 
this is great, we learn all these things, 
but why don’t you write it down. Why 
don’t you put something down about 
all this. It is not in a textbook. So I 
said, okay, we’ll write it down. And we 
did. With the help of 38 of our members 
in the House and Senate we wrote a 
book called Inside the House. Univer-
sity Press published it. It is being used 
now in a number of schools. I was just 
told now it is being used in the Ukraine 
as one of the texts over there. Obvi-
ously, it has had an impact and thanks 
to so many of you who participated. 

That’s the good news. The bad news 
is that we’re getting complaints that 
they want something more written. So 
we are attempting to write a second 
book on the political rules of the road 
and how they apply to life. I have sent, 
I don’t know, a lot of letters and some 
of you so many times you’re sick and 
tired of it, but we have had over 200 and 
some responses from people. My rules 
are pretty simple of life and politics. 
Number one, don’t get in a fight with a 
guy who buys ink by the carload and 
the second is, and I have been married 
close to 50 years and this rules applies 
in politics and at home, if you’ve got to 
explain, you’re in trouble. Those are 
my two rules of life. 

We have got some very interesting 
ones, and we are trying to put that 
book together which hopefully will add 
to what we’re doing. It will probably be 
another year before we get done. It is 
not an easy thing to do, the toughest 
being getting help from you all. I am 
asking you again, those of you who 
haven’t, please send in your paragraph 
or page about what your particular 
rules are. 

The third thing I was asked to talk 
about is a trip to Chile that 14 of us 
took within, I guess, the last month, 
month and a half. I had been down 
there during the Pinochet days when 
people were disappearing and it was 
really a dicey time and a dicey place. I 
hadn’t been there in 25 years. I was 
shocked. It is the jewel of South Amer-
ica. It is free. It has a free press. It has 
democratic institutions that are in 
there. They have elected a new Presi-
dent who is described by some people 

as vegetarian leftist. I had never heard 
that before, but I think what they were 
trying to say is that she wasn’t too far 
on either side. She appointed 10 women 
of the 20 to her Cabinet and she ap-
pointed 10 of the opposite party to it. I 
think she has got an incredible chance 
to continue to move Chile forward. 

The only ominous part that we saw 
was China. China has signed an agree-
ment to take 70 percent of their copper 
for the next 5 years. Of course that is 
their biggest export. The other inter-
esting part is of the profits from cop-
per, 10 percent by their statute goes di-
rectly to the military. As you move 
around Chile, you will see cultural cen-
ters that are there now. English is a 
second language, but now Chinese is a 
third language; and I would suggest to 
you that Chile, this is just the tip of 
the iceberg with what is going on 
throughout South America with Chile. 
We have written a report about it. If 
you want to get a hold of Pete on that, 
we can give you a more detailed report 
on Chile. 

Just a couple of other things. Matt, 
congratulations to you. It is certainly 
well deserved. We are so pleased that 
your family is here to see you honored 
as you should be. The other thing I 
have to say is that, Jack, you have 
been through some terrible tough 
times. You have our respect and our 
admiration and our affection for what 
you have gone through and also for the 
fact that you have continued to give 
great leadership to this association 
even in the darkest days. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President, for what you 
have done. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. BUECHNER. Thank you, Lou, 

and I thank you for your kind personal 
remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, the association has 
some other wonderful things that we 
have done. I want to thank Lou for the 
work, obviously, that he has done, the 
invaluable leadership. But we would 
like to highlight a few of the other ac-
tivities. Just so the people up in the 
gallery understand who we are, we are 
former Members of Congress. One day a 
year, the Speaker is good enough to 
allow this Chamber to be used for us 
for our annual report back to the Con-
gress of the things that we have been 
allowed to do in our facility as former 
Members. 

In October of last year, the associa-
tion hosted a fall meeting in Kansas 
City, Missouri. We brought together a 
number of former Members and their 
spouses and spent a long weekend in 
my beloved home State. Our main 
focus was to go to the Truman memo-
rial library in Independence. We had 
the great opportunity to listen to 
former Member of Congress Ken 
Hechler of West Virginia who started 
his career as an adviser to President 
Truman. It was a great but an informal 
way of connecting with old friends and 
have the association represented in a 
place other than Washington. We have 
had a golf tournament, picnics, a 
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Christmas party for the first time in 
2005. I guess you have to call it a holi-
day party. The association benefits tre-
mendously from the efforts and leader-
ship of many people. 

Mr. SLATTERY. Mr. President, 
might I interrupt you for just a mo-
ment? 

Mr. BUECHNER. I yield back to the 
Speaker. 

Mr. SLATTERY. I would like to just 
acknowledge the presence of the distin-
guished minority leader, the gentle-
woman from California. If Congress-
woman PELOSI would like to give greet-
ings, we certainly will welcome that. 

Congresswoman PELOSI. 
Ms. PELOSI. Thank you very much. 

So what’s this, a Democrat in the 
Speaker’s chair? This is a very friendly 
group. 

Good morning to all of you. Jack, 
thank you for your leadership and the 
good work of the Former Members As-
sociation. Jim, it is wonderful to see 
you there. It is wonderful to see all of 
you here. 

Thank you for coming. Thank you 
for your ongoing interest. You know 
that we consider you on both sides of 
the aisle intellectual resources to us in 
the Congress. We also quote you. We 
build upon your good work. It is just 
really a source of great encouragement 
to us that you continue to have the in-
terest to come back to this place. 

All of us who have ever served here 
who have had the privilege of stepping 
onto this floor and represent the Amer-
ican people, what a great privilege. It 
is a banner of honor for life. I come 
here on behalf of the House Democrats 
to bring you greetings, to welcome you 
here, to thank you for being an ongo-
ing source of inspiration to us, and also 
to say that, as I have said before, all of 
us who serve here consider ourselves 
colleagues of people that we never even 
served with before because we have all 
shared this great honor. 

On their behalf, I am privileged to 
say what a privilege it is for us to call 
you colleague. I am glad that we are 
also joined by our distinguished minor-
ity whip, Democratic whip, I always 
use the name Democratic, Democratic 
whip STENY HOYER of Maryland. I see 
so many friends here again on both 
sides of the aisle. I look forward to 
chatting with you individually but also 
look forward to what comes from your 
meeting here. It will be very important 
to us. 

Thank you again for being here. 
Mr. SLATTERY. Thank you, Leader 

PELOSI. It is great to see you. 
Mr. BUECHNER. I thank the gentle-

woman for her kind remarks. 
I want to thank my fellow officers of 

the association for their energy, dedi-
cation and invaluable counsel during 
my 2 years as president: Jim Slattery, 
who is in the chair as the Speaker pro 
tem; Jay Rhodes, who spoke earlier; 
Dennis Hertel and Larry LaRocco, who 
is the president emeritus. Let me also 
thank the members of our board of di-
rectors and our counselors for pro-

viding excellent guidance and support 
throughout the year. In addition, we 
benefit greatly from the wonderful 
work of our auxiliary, led so ably by 
Debi Alexander. 

Mr. Speaker, to administer all these 
programs takes a staff of dedicated and 
enthusiastic professionals. We ex-
panded our team from three to four 
full-time employees during 2005, an-
other sign of how active and successful 
a year it has been for the association: 
Maya Yamazaki, our program officer; 
Rebecca Zylberman, who is the mem-
ber relations manager; Sudha David- 
Wilp, the program director; and Peter 
Weichlein, executive director. Would 
you all stand and have the members 
give you a round of applause. 

This has been a great 2 years. I have 
been honored to be in this position as 
the president. You have heard some 
comments about the loss of my wife 
who is going to be honored tomorrow 
and remembered at the auxiliary 
luncheon. I am sorry she is not here 
today to conclude my term. 

In addition to all the programs and 
projects we reported on today, in addi-
tion to keeping all contact information 
about former Members of Congress as 
current and up to date as possible, in 
addition to identifying grant-giving in-
stitutions to fund programs such as the 
study groups, in addition to all that 
and more, our staff has organized and 
executed that office move I spoke to. 
We are now on K Street, but we are not 
lobbyists, so that works okay. We are 
in a bigger space. 

I yield to the gentleman from Michi-
gan. 

Mr. HERTEL. I just want to thank on 
behalf of all the association members 
you, Jack, for all the work that you 
have done for making this organization 
so effective. There is so much that we 
can talk about that the members have 
volunteered their time internationally 
and around this Nation at college cam-
puses. Every program has increased so 
much, the funding for these programs 
has increased, the volunteer support, 
the members’ time, because of you, the 
dedication you have given this associa-
tion, all the time that you have given 
it, even through these most, most dif-
ficult times. I just want to thank you 
on behalf of the association and give 
our heartfelt best to you and your son 
Charlie. 

Mr. BUECHNER. I thank the gen-
tleman. 

Mr. Speaker, we are very pleased to 
have with us today several former leg-
islators from our neighbor to the 
north, Canada. It gives me great pleas-
ure to welcome Patrick Gagnon, Fred 
Mifflin, Barry Turner, and the Rev-
erend Canon Derwyn Shea, all former 
members of the Canadian Parliament. 
Would you four please stand so we can 
give you a round of applause. We are 
honored that you have made the trip to 
join us today and by doing so reaffirm 
the great relationship that our organi-
zations have. 

Mr. Speaker, it is now my sad duty to 
inform the House of those people who 

served in Congress and who have passed 
away since our report last year. They 
are: 

Robert Badham of California, 
J. Glenn Beall, Jr. of Maryland, 
Albert Henry Bosch of New York, 
Clair Callan of Nebraska, 
Ronald Cameron of California, 
Caroll Campbell, Jr. of South Caro-

lina, 
Elford Cederberg of Michigan, 
William Dorn of South Carolina, 
John Erlenborn, past president of 

this association, of Illinois, 
J. James Exon of Nebraska, 
Joseph Karth of Minnesota, 
Hastings Keith of Massachusetts, 
Richard Kelly of Florida, 
John Lesinski of Michigan, 
Eugene McCarthy of Minnesota, 
John McFall of California, 
Donald McGinley of Nebraska, 
Lloyd Meeds of Washington, 
John Monagan of Connecticut, 
Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin, 
James Jerrell Pickle of Texas, also 

known as Jake, 
Bertram Podell of New York, 
Charles Porter of Oregon, 
William Proxmire of Wisconsin, 
Edward Roybal of California, 
Dan Schaefer of Colorado, 
James Scheuer of New York, 
Stanley Tupper of Maine, 
Richard Vander Veen of Michigan. 
I ask all of you, including the visi-

tors in the gallery, to rise for a mo-
ment of silence as we pay our respect 
to the memory of these citizens. 

Thank you. 
Mr. Speaker, as you know each year 

the association presents a Distin-
guished Service Award to an out-
standing public servant who is a former 
Member of Congress. The award rotates 
between parties, as do our officers. 
Last year we presented the award to an 
outstanding Republican, former Sen-
ator Dan Coats. This year, we are very 
pleased to be honoring a remarkable 
Democrat, a remarkable public serv-
ant, former Representative Matt 
McHugh of the State of New York. 
Matt McHugh represented the 27th and 
28th Congressional Districts of New 
York in the United States Congress 
from 1975 to 1992. He served on a wide 
range of congressional committees, in-
cluding Appropriations, Intelligence, 
Standards of Official Conduct, Vet-
erans’ Affairs, Agriculture and Inte-
rior. He chaired the Arms Control and 
Foreign Policy Caucus and the Demo-
cratic Study Group. 

His colleagues dubbed him ‘‘the con-
science of the House.’’ One of his last 
congressional duties was to preside 
over a bipartisan panel set up to inves-
tigate abuses of the House Bank that 
gripped the House in the early 1990s 
and brought discredit unfortunately 
upon this House. His post-congres-
sional career includes serving as vice 
president at Cornell University and 
being counsel to the president of the 
World Bank. If you ask him his most 
challenging, yet gratifying, experience 
after leaving Congress, I am sure he 
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will tell you it is the 2 years he was 
president of the Association of Former 
Members of Congress. 

Matt McHugh personifies what a 
Member of Congress ought to be be-
cause of his integrity, his willingness 
to work with Members from both sides 
of the aisle for the good of the country, 
and because of his dedication to the 
ideals of deliberative representation. I 
would like Matt to come forward here. 

This plaque that we are going to 
present to Matt is inscribed as follows: 
The 2006 Distinguished Service Award 
is presented by the U.S. Association of 
Former Members of Congress to the 
Honorable Matthew F. McHugh for his 
long and illustrious career in the House 
of Representatives, and for his laudable 
efforts as counsel to the president of 
the World Bank. During his entire ca-
reer in public service, Matt McHugh 
exemplified the highest standard of in-
tegrity, dignity, and intellect. He in-
spired those serving with him and left 
a legacy for those serving after him. 
His beloved State of New York sent to 
Congress one of the best and brightest 
ever to walk these hallowed Halls of 
the Capitol and his former colleagues 
applaud and salute him for his distin-
guished and dignified service. 

Mr. MCHUGH. Thank you very much. 
Thank you, Jack, for your very gra-

cious remarks and for this recognition. 
Thanks to all of you for being here 

this morning. We want to thank you, 
Jack, and the officers and staff for the 
great work that you do in leading the 
association and in making those pro-
grams that we heard about this morn-
ing work so well. On a personal note, I 
also want to say on behalf of my wife, 
Alanna, and myself how much we ad-
mire you and, as the Speaker said, our 
thoughts and prayers are with you and 
Charlie during these very tough times. 

I also want to express appreciation to 
my wife and my family, some of whom 
are here in the gallery this morning. 
As we all know, politics is an exhila-
rating, serious profession with a lot of 
rewards and satisfactions along the 
way. But most of those rewards go to 
the candidate and the officeholder and 
precious few go to the spouse and the 
family. They make enormous contribu-
tions, but they are very seldom recog-
nized. So today is a day to say thank 
you to Alanna and to my family for 
their patience and understanding and 
support at all times in my life, but es-
pecially during those very hectic polit-
ical years that we are all so familiar 
with. 

As I said, I am grateful for this rec-
ognition, but I am very much aware 
that the honor could as easily go to 
anybody sitting here. As I look around 
the Chamber, I see so many people who 
have contributed so much to our coun-
try and to the Congress. One of the 
great things about our association is 
that it gives us an opportunity to con-
tinue to serve an institution that we 
love. I see so many of you who have 
done that, during your years here and 
afterwards as well. The association 

brings us together for a variety of rea-
sons. We get to see old friends. We re-
flect upon some of the experiences we 
shared together here. We learn some-
thing new about what is happening in 
the world today. But most importantly 
the programs of the association give us 
a chance to continue to serve in some 
small measure the institution that we 
do love and that is so important to the 
lifeblood of this country, the Congress. 

We are able in some small measure to 
increase public awareness of how im-
portant Congress remains to the coun-
try. We have heard many of the pro-
grams described this morning, some of 
which serve that purpose very well but 
none more important, I think, than the 
Congress to Campus Program. I know 
many of you have participated in those 
campus visits that have been already 
described. Bill Goodling and I went to-
gether recently to Amherst College, 
and as always we were really touched 
by how impressive the young genera-
tion is, idealistic, bright. 

But at the same time given the kind 
of coverage that government and poli-
tics gets today and the other distrac-
tions and pressures young people have 
in their lives, there is a real risk that 
many of them will not really take a 
real serious interest in public service. 
Of course, that would be a great trag-
edy for the country because clearly the 
future of the country rests with them. 
It rests with young people like my own 
granddaughter who is here today who 
is going off to college in the fall. And 
so the Congress to Campus Program 
gives us a chance to reach out to those 
young people to explain why public 
service is important and rewarding, to 
demonstrate among other things that 
Republicans and Democrats who serve 
together can actually talk and discuss 
issues thoughtfully and constructively, 
and to encourage them to really engage 
in public service and community serv-
ice when their school days are over. 

I think we can be grateful to our as-
sociation for giving us that oppor-
tunity, not only in the Congress to 
Campus Program but in many other 
ways as well. I know that we are very 
limited on time. We are almost ready 
to abandon the Chamber, so I would 
like to close simply by thanking all of 
you for your work with the association, 
for your continuing service to the Con-
gress and the country, for the recogni-
tion that you have given me today, and 
for being with us to share this very 
special moment. 

Thank you so much. 
Mr. BUECHNER. Matt, we also are 

presenting you with a scrapbook filled 
with letters of congratulations and lit-
tle notes and memorabilia from your 
good friends from across the years that 
you have served with in this Congress, 
just another additional measure of our 
respect for you and the compassion 
that you have always held for the peo-
ple of the great country and your dis-
trict. 

Mr. MCHUGH. Thanks so much, Jack. 

Mr. BUECHNER. At this time, Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to yield back to 
the Chair for some closing remarks. 

Mr. SLATTERY. Thank you, Mr. 
President. First of all, let the Chair 
again congratulate Matt McHugh. It is 
great to see Alanna here today and the 
McHugh family. We welcome you. 
Matt, let me just say that I don’t think 
anyone who I had the honor of serving 
with brought greater credit to this in-
stitution than you. I always viewed 
you as someone, and I am sure this 
view was shared by your colleagues on 
both sides of the political aisle, as 
someone who went to work every day 
here trying to not only make the deci-
sions that you thought were best for 
the people of New York and the people 
of this country. That sense of duty and 
commitment to our country was deeply 
admired by all of us who had an oppor-
tunity to serve with you. To sum up, I 
would just say that you are a public 
servant in the finest sense of the word. 
We are honored to know you. We are 
honored to recognize you here today. 
Matt McHugh, good luck to you. 

Before we wrap up today, I would 
also like to again associate myself with 
the remarks of others made here today 
about Jack Buechner and his dedicated 
service to this association. Jack, with-
out your leadership over the last 2 
years and your dedication to the objec-
tives of this association, we would not 
have seen the progress that we have 
seen with the Congress to Campus Pro-
gram. We would not have seen the 
progress that we have also seen with 
our efforts in the global democracy 
building work and the election-moni-
toring efforts around the world. We 
recognize you for your dedicated lead-
ership through a most difficult and 
painful personal ordeal and time in 
your life. We have the deepest respect 
for you. We thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts for all you have done to 
advance the goals of the Association of 
Former Members of Congress. Jack, 
good luck to you, my friend. We look 
forward to your further participation 
in the work of the association. Jack 
Buechner, let’s give him another round 
of applause. 

The Chair again wishes to thank all 
of those former Members that are here 
today and give you all another oppor-
tunity to record your presence if you 
did not do that at the beginning of the 
events here today. The Chair also wish-
es to thank all the former Members of 
the House for their presence. 

I am advised that the House will re-
convene 15 minutes after the bells ring. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 27 
minutes a.m.), the House continued in 
recess. 

f 

b 1055 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. THORNBERRY) at 10 
o’clock and 55 minutes a.m. 
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